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Wildlands Guide 
This Wildlands Guide provides Wilderness Defenders with information on the wildlands 

throughout New Mexico. This guide consists of four main sections: Special Areas of 

Consideration, Bureau of Land Management Wilderness Study Areas, Forest Service Wilderness 

Study Areas, and Additional Resources. Prior to embarking on any field trips, Defenders should 

consult this Wildland Guide and other resources for pertinent trip planning information.  
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Caja Del Rio 

Description:  
The Caja del Rio area is a lower elevation and dryer section of the Santa Fe National Forest. It is 
co-managed by the Forest Service & BLM. This is mainly a Piñon-Juniper dominated vegetation 
zone with areas of sage and mixed grasses.  It is often open for recreational opportunities when 
the rest of the Forest is snowed over.  Watch for seasonal road closures due to wet and very 
muddy roads. It is another good area for solitude and lesser traveled trails.  
 
Access Point: 
Access is through New Mexico Highway 599, Santa Fe County Road 62, and Forest Service Road 
24. To access La Cieneguilla Petroglyphs from Santa Fe, take US-84 west to NM-599 south. In 11 
miles, turn right onto Paseo Real. In 3.4 miles, La Cieneguilla Petroglyphs will be on the right.  
 
Agency Point of Contact: 
Forest Service, Santa Fe National Forest - Pecos/Las Vegas Ranger Station 
505-757-6121 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/santafe/about-forest/offices  
 
Bureau of Land Management, New Mexico State Office 
505-954-2000  
https://www.blm.gov/office/new-mexico-state-office  
 
Inventory Reference: N/A 
 
Wild Guide Reference: N/A 
 
  

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/santafe/about-forest/offices
https://www.blm.gov/office/new-mexico-state-office
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San Juan Basin Badlands 

Trials 

Description:  
The Trials Badlands area is adjacent to the Ojito Wilderness area and borders NM550. Little is 
known about this plot of land, just that it is managed by the BLM and is 4,824 acres. 

Access Point:  
You can access this Badlands area through the Red Mesa Loop in San Ysidro, NM. From the 
parking area off highway 550, climb through the fence or over the locked gate and head north. 
Do not be put off by this start, many BLM sites in NM are open to hiking, but locked to keep 
vehicles out. A lot of this hike is off trail, so it's recommended to have a map downloaded for 
navigation. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Farmington Field Office 
505-564-7600 
https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office  

Inventory Reference: Greater Bisti Badlands.pdf 

Wild Guide Reference: N/A 

Access Point Reference: AllTrails; Red Mesa Loop San Ysidro 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/new-mexico/red-mesa-loop-san-ysidro
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Elk Springs 

 
Description:  
The Elk Springs and La Ventana badlands areas are in the San Juan Basin east of NM550. Little is 
known about these plots of land, just that they are primarily managed by the BLM, with state 
and private land mixed in, and cover a total of 10,304-acres. The eastern part of the Elk Springs 
boundary crossed NM550, so this may be a potential access point. 

Access Point: N/A 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Farmington Field Office 
505-564-7600 
https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office  

Inventory Reference: Greater Bisti Badlands.pdf 

Wild Guide Reference: N/A 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office
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Mesa Chijuilla and Mesa de Cuba 

Description:  
Mesa Chijuilla and Mesa de Cuba lie west of NM550 and the town of Cuba, NM. Mesa de Cuba 
has scattered hoodoos, sandstone formations, and petrified wood beneath isolated mesas, 
separated by bushy plains and patches of badlands. Mesa Chijuilla spans 4,361 acres, and Mesa 
de Cuba 4,321 acres. 

Access Point:  
To access Mesa de Cuba, turn off U.S. 550 onto N.M. 197 at the south end of Cuba, and curve 
south and then west around Cuba Mesa for 5.5 miles to a right-hand turnoff onto a two-track 
dirt road. You can park here and hike east to the mesa base or continue 1 mile north along the 
rugged dirt road to another convenient starting point. 

The turnoff for Mesa Chijuilla is 0.2 mile past the junction of N.M. 197 and the dirt road that is 
the main access route from the south for all four of the badlands beyond Mesa de Cuba. 
Continue north on the turnoff 3 miles to the first parking area and the hoodoos clearly visible to 
the left or continue north another 2.3 miles along the mesa base; park wherever you want and 
walk over to the mesa. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Farmington Field Office 
505-564-7600 
https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office  

Inventory Reference: Greater Bisti Badlands.pdf 

Wild Guide Reference: N/A 

Description Reference: The American Southwest 

Access Point Reference: New Mexico Magazine 
  

https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office
https://www.americansouthwest.net/new_mexico/san-juan-basin/badlands.html
https://www.newmexicomagazine.org/blog/post/badlands-hiking-83869/
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Cejita Blanca, Caja Pelon, and Penistaja 

Description:  
Cejita Blanca, Ceja Pelon, and Mesa Penistaja are located east of the Continental Divide trail 
and west of Mesa Chijuilla. All three are rather remote, but still have extensive hoodoos, 
colorful rocks, and petrified wood. Ceja Pelon is said to have the greatest concentration of 
petrified wood anywhere in New Mexico. Mesa Penistaja spans 4,357 acres, Ceja Pelon 3,909 
acres, and Cejita Blanca 4,100 acres.  

Access Point:  
Mesa Penistaja is accessible from the original dirt road used to access Mesa Chijuilla (described 
above) by continuing west for a total of 16.9 miles from the initial junction of U.S. 550 and N.M. 
197 and taking a right (north) turn onto a smaller dirt road. Take this road 2 miles north until 
you see the Mesa Penistaja badlands on the right. Park where convenient, then head east to 
the obvious hoodoos. To access the interior of Mesa Penistaja, you must climb over the mesa 
and hike a short distance into the hoodoo maze. 

The access road into Ceja Pelón is another 0.6-mile north from Mesa Penistaja, and on the left. 
This route requires four-wheel drive, or you can park and walk the half-mile to the mesa base. 

Cejita Blanca is the farthest and most difficult to reach. Take the same original dirt road west 
for a total of 20.9 miles from the junction of U.S. 550 and N.M. 197 to a large, white Spanish 
mission complex. Take a sharp turn left and go 0.5 mile to a paved road, Navajo 474. Turn right 
(north) and travel 7.3 miles past the Navajo Ojo Encino Chapter complex to a right-hand turn 
east down a dirt road. This very rough, rutted, 1.9-mile road into the badlands and juniper 
groves requires four-wheel drive. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Farmington Field Office 
505-564-7600 
https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office  

Inventory Reference: Greater Bisti Badlands.pdf 

Wild Guide Reference: N/A 

Description Reference: The American Southwest 

Access Point Reference: New Mexico Magazine 
  

https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office
https://www.americansouthwest.net/new_mexico/san-juan-basin/badlands.html
https://www.newmexicomagazine.org/blog/post/badlands-hiking-83869/
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San Jose 

Description: The San Jose badlands area is located west of the Chama River Canyon Wilderness, 
and north of Cuba, NM and the San Pedro Parks Wilderness. It has scattered hoodoos, 
sandstone formations, and petrified wood. The region spans 6,638 acres total. 

Access Point: From Albuquerque, go west on US 550, 5.5 miles beyond Cuba. Turn right on NM 
96, proceed through La Jara and Regina. When NM 96 turns 90 degrees to the right (east), 
continue ahead (north) for 1.67 miles, turn left on County 391 (not marked). This is a dirt road 
in decent shape (it serves gas wells in the area); in about 2.3 miles you will be at the south end 
of San Jose Badlands. There are multiple two-tracks in the area. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Farmington Field Office 
505-564-7600 
https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office  

Inventory Reference: Greater Bisti Badlands.pdf 

Wild Guide Reference: N/A 

Access Point Reference: Hiking in New Mexico 

 

  

https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office
https://pngyoung.com/Hiking/san-jose-badlands-hike-11-09-2018/
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Lybrook 

Description:  
The Lybrook Badlands area is the largest badland region, spanning over 700 feet of elevation 
and 25,525 acres. There are tall cliffs of brownish sandstone above extensive flats of lighter-
colored rocks, crossed by branched ravines, with many fine hoodoos.  

Access Point:  
The most used access route is 5.1 miles south of US 550 along paved IR 7061, just past a 
junction to the west with road 7950 (leading to Chaco Culture NHS), then turning east along an 
unpaved track which crosses clayish ground that becomes impassable when wet but is smooth 
and firm when dry. The road passes several oil and gas installations, then after 2.9 miles 
reaches the brink of a line of low cliffs, descending 150 feet into the badlands. A suitable 
parking place is 1.7 miles further, beside a sidetrack to the north, opposite a small pond and 
shortly before the crossing of Alamito Arroyo. Other tracks branch out to the north, east and 
south, leading to many more installations, positioned every half mile or so, and the main track 
is quite heavily traveled by large trucks. 

Agency Point of Contact:  
Bureau of Land Management, Farmington Field Office 
505-564-7600 
https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office  

Inventory Reference: Greater Bisti Badlands.pdf 

Wild Guide Reference: N/A 

Description and Access Point Reference: The American Southwest 

 

  

https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office
https://www.americansouthwest.net/new_mexico/lybrook-badlands/index.html
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Crow Mesa 

Description: The Crow Mesa Badlands area is located north of NM550 and the Lybrook 
Badlands area. Not much is known about this area, aside from it being primarily BLM land, with 
some state-owned parcels mixed in, and that it contains the Crow Mesa Wildlife Area nature 
reserve. The Crow Mesa area spans 16,510 acres, making it the second largest badlands area in 
northwestern New Mexico. 

Access Point: No known information.  

Agency Point of Contact:  
Bureau of Land Management, Farmington Field Office 
505-564-7600 
https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office  

Inventory Reference: Greater Bisti Badlands.pdf 

Wild Guide Reference: N/A 

Wildlife Area Reference: Mapcarta 

 

  

https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office
https://mapcarta.com/W743746533
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Fossil Forest 

Description: Remote region in the San Juan Basin of northwest New Mexico, containing 
hoodoos, balanced rocks, colorful mounds, and petrified wood, including large, upright stumps.  

Access Point: County Road 7650 leads close to the Fossil Forest, leaving highway 371 45.5 miles 
south of Farmington and heading east. This part of New Mexico is close to the edge of the 
Navajo Reservation, which breaks up into a series of one-mile squares separated by state or 
BLM land; the road crosses one such square but the badlands lie just outside the reservation. 
Like most roads with an official number, CR 7650 has a smooth surface and is well maintained, 
if little used, crossing a wide grassy valley within sight of a few houses. A low mesa rises to the 
north after several miles, and the edge of the badlands is visible beyond, one mile away. The 
suggested parking spot is reached after 4.6 miles, at a slight bend in the road, beside a cattle 
grid and fence running northwards. 

Agency Point of Contact:  
Bureau of Land Management, Farmington Field Office 
505-564-7600 
https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office  

Inventory Reference: Greater Bisti Badlands.pdf 

Wild Guide Reference: N/A 

Description and Access Point Reference: The American Southwest 

 

  

https://www.blm.gov/office/farmington-field-office
https://www.americansouthwest.net/new_mexico/fossil-forest/index.html
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Bureau of Land Management Wilderness Study Areas 

Apache Box WSA 

Description: 
7,000 acres 45 miles west of Silver City at an elevation of 4,000-6,500 ft. Due to its limited 
access, this area is best suited for cross-country hiking during the fall, winter and spring. 

Access Point: 
From the intersection of highways 180 and 78 (approximately 46 miles west of Silver City), drive 
just over 9 miles west on 78 to Mule Creek and turn south on Brushy Mountain Road. Drive 15 
miles on Brushy Mountain Road, passing numerous marked and unmarked intersecting routes 
(most notably passing Radar Station Road at 12.2 miles). At 15 miles you will come to a locked 
gate. Park clear of the gate and follow the fence line to the west to avoid private land. Stay on 
National Forest land north of the fence, eventually turn south into the WSA. You'll need to be 
able to read a map to navigate into the WSA as this is rugged terrain without a trail. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Las Cruces District Office  
575-525-4300 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/apache-box-wsa 

Inventory Reference: Sky Islands_2008.pdf (p. 11) 

Wild Guide Reference: p. 158 

 

  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/apache-box-wsa
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Blue Creek 

Description: 
15,000 acres north of the Gila River at an elevation of 4,000-5,600 ft. This area does not have 
marked trails, but is most accessible during the fall, winter and spring. 

Access Point: 
From Lordsburg, NM, drive north then northwest on US Hwy 70 for approximately 25 miles. 
Turn right on NM 92 and drive approximately 6 miles, crossing the Gila River on the way, to 
Mud Springs Ranch Rd (A039), approximately one mile east of Virden, NM. Passing unmarked 
intersecting roads, drive for approximately 5.5 miles on A039 to a 4WD road on the right. Drive 
south approximately 1/4 mile; the WSA is on the left side of this road for approximately 1 1/4 
miles before entering private land. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Las Cruces District Office  
575-525-4300 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/blue-creek-wsa 

Inventory Reference: Sky Islands_2008.pdf (p. 71-72) 

Wild Guide Reference: p. 162 
  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/blue-creek-wsa
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Canyons 

Description: 
This WSA is near Acoma Pueblo, and under consideration to be added to the Cebolla 
Wilderness. This area is made up of sagebrush flats and sandstone hills and its aptitude for 
hiking is unknown. 

Access Point: 
From I- 40 (about 6 miles east of Grants, NM) exit on NM 117. Drive south for approximately 26 
miles and turn left onto Cebolla Canyon Road. In about 2 miles, this road becomes the western 
border of the WSA for approximately 1 mile up to the intersection with Sand Canyon Road. 
Turning right on Sand Canyon Road, the WSA is on both sides of the road for approximately 2 
miles at which point the boundary of the Cebolla Wilderness is reached. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Rio Puerco Field Office  
505-761-8700 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/canyons-wsa 

Inventory Reference: Colorado Plateau_2008.pdf (p.1-2, 15-25) 

Wild Guide Reference: unavailable 

 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/canyons-wsa
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Carrizozo Lava Flow 

Description: 
Little Black Peak and Carrizozo Lava Flow combined are 26,000 acres 4 miles west of Carrizozo 
at an elevation of 4,000-5,500 ft. Though difficult to access and hike, this area is home to a 
unique ecosystem. 

Access Point: 
Access is from Highway 380, 4.5 miles west of Carrizozo. There are several pullouts on U.S. 380 
from which you may hike southwest into the WSA on the lava flow. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Roswell Field Office  
575-627-0272 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/carrizozo-lava-flow-wsa 

Inventory Reference: Carrizozo Lava Flow.pdf (p. 108-111) 

Wild Guide Reference: p. 190 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/carrizozo-lava-flow-wsa
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Chain of Craters 

Description: 
18,300 acres southwest of Grants at an elevation of 7,400-8,345 ft. Though there are no 
designated trails in this WSA, day hiking amongst the craters is possible, and most accessible 
during the spring and fall. 

Access Point: 
From I-40 at the west end of Grants, turn south on Highway 53 (Exit 81) and drive about 26 
miles. Turn south on County Road 42, about one mile after the Bandera Crater Ice Caves 
turnoff. County Road 42 passes through El Malpais National Monument for approximately 3 
miles before entering BLM's El Malpais National Conservation Area. Continue approximately 15 
miles to a Y intersection. Turn right and continue another half mile to where the Continental 
Divide National Scenic Trail crosses the road. Hike north on the trail (there is no trailhead, and 
the trail is marked with cairns) into the WSA. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Rio Puerco Field Office  
505-761-8700 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/chain-of-craters-wsa 
 
Hikes: 
Cerro Lobo via Continental Divide Trail, 6.3 miles 

Inventory Reference: Colorado Plateau_2008.pdf (p.1-2, 15-25) 

Wild Guide Reference: p. 134 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/chain-of-craters-wsa
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/new-mexico/cerro-lobo-via-continental-divide-trail?ref=result-card
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Continental Divide 

Description: 
69,000 acres 30 miles south of Datil at an elevation of 6,800 to 9,000 ft. This area contains few 
trails other than the Continental Divide Trail but does contain scenic spaces. This area is most 
accessible in spring, summer and fall. 

Access Point: 
From Socorro, NM drive west on US Highway 60 for approximately 46.5 miles and turn south 
onto NM Highway 52 (gravel). Drive for about 21.5 miles on NM 52 and turn west onto NM 
Highway 163 (gravel). Travel approximately 14.5 miles on 163 to a small pullout serving as a 
trailhead to the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail. Hike on the trail to the west to enter 
the WSA. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Socorro Field Office  
575-835-0412 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/continental-divide-wsa 

Inventory Reference: N/A 

Wild Guide Reference: p. 166 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/continental-divide-wsa
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Devils Backbone 

Description: 
9,000 acres located southwest of Socorro at an elevation of 5,500 to 8,000 ft. Hiking here is 
limited but is most accessible in fall, winter and spring. 

Access Point: 
From I-25 (approximately 34 miles south of Socorro and 24 miles south of San Antonio), take 
exit 115 (Highway 107) then turn left on Hwy 107 and drive over the Interstate to turn left onto 
IƛƎƘǿŀȅ мΦ 5ǊƛǾŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ п ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ƭŜŦǘ ƻƴ YƛƴƎΩǎ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ wŘ κ /ƻǳƴǘȅ wƻŀŘ 
мнп κ !плΦ YƛƴƎΩǎ Iǿȅ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜǿŀȅ όǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƧƻƎǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
first 1/2 mile), then straightens to the northwest. Drive for about 6 miles and turn right onto an 
unmarked road that leads northeast. Drive for approximately 2-3 miles and veer left 
(northwest) and continue for about 1-2 miles to a gate. From this point, hike west on a 2-track 
route for about .5 mile to the southeast corner of the WSA. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Socorro Field Office  
575-835-0412 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/devils-backbone-wsa 

Inventory Reference: N/A 

Wild Guide Reference: p. 167 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/devils-backbone-wsa
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Devils Den Canyon 

Description: 
The Devil's Den, McKittrick Canyon, Lonesome Ridge, Mudgetts and Forest Service run 
Guadalupe Escarpment combine to form the 30,000-acre Guadalupe Mountain Wilderness 
Study Area Complex, located west and southwest of Carlsbad. At an elevation of 3,500-7,500 ft, 
this WSA offers great opportunities for backcountry hiking, most ideally during the fall and 
spring. 

Access Point: 
The Central and southern parts of the Guadalupe Mountains are accessible by Highway 137, 
which intersects US 285 10 miles northwest of Carlsbad and 23 miles south of Artesia. About 3 
miles southwest of Forest Road 540, Forest Road 67 intersects Highway 137 on the northwest 
side of the road. This road heads northwest and goes along "The Rim of the Guadalupe 
aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎέ and forms the eastern boundary of the Pup Canyon unit.  

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Carlsbad Field Office  
575-234-5972 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/devils-den-canyon-wsa 

Inventory Reference:  

Wild Guide Reference: p. 245 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/devils-den-canyon-wsa
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Devils Reach 

Description: 
¢Ƙƛǎ ²{! ƛǎ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ .ŀŎƪōƻƴŜ ²{!Φ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊǳƎƎŜŘ ǘŜǊǊŀƛƴΣ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƎǊŀǎǎΦ  

Access Point: 
This WSA can be reached from the north by cross country hiking or horseback riding through 
the Cibola National Forest.  

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Socorro Field Office  
575-835-0412 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/devils-reach-wsa 

Inventory Reference: N/A 

Wild Guide Reference: unavailable 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/devils-reach-wsa
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Eagle Peak 

Description: 
43,960 acres west of Quemado at an elevation of 6,400-7,679 ft. This area has limited hiking 
options, but is most accessible during the spring, summer and fall. 

Access Point: 
From Highway 60, drive approximately 20 miles west of Quemado to County Road A7/McKinley 
Ranch Road. Highway road signs at the intersection indicate a road to the town of Luna (County 
Road B7) to the south. Turn north (right) on County Road A7/McKinley Ranch Road which is 
immediately opposite the road to Luna and drive north for approximately 2.8 miles. From this 
point, the WSA will be on your right for approximately 1.2 miles. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Socorro Field Office  
575-835-0412 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/eagle-peak-wsa 

Inventory Reference: Colorado Plateau_2008.pdf (p.1-2, 3-14) referred to as Cerro Pomo WSA 

Wild Guide Reference: p. 138 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/eagle-peak-wsa
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El Malpaís 

Description: 
This area contains several pieces of land under consideration for Wilderness designation. The 
area is home to jagged basalt, pinon-juniper woodlands and ponderosa pines. The hiking 
opportunities in this area are unknown. 

Access Point: 
From I-40, turn south on Highway 53 (Exit 81) at the west end of Grants. Park at the National 
Park Service's Zuni Acoma Trail trailhead adjacent to and on the south side of Highway 53, 
about 16 miles south of Interstate 40. Hike approximately 1.5 miles south to the intersection 
with the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail. Taking the right fork, continue hiking south a 
short distance, then follow the trail west about a mile to a fence crossing. The El Malpais WSA is 
on the other side of the fence. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Rio Puerco Field Office  
505-761-8700 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/el-malpais-wsa 

Inventory Reference: Colorado Plateau_2008.pdf (p.1-2, 15-25) 

Wild Guide Reference: unavailable 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/el-malpais-wsa
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Gila Lower Box 

Description: 
8,500 acres 5 miles from the Gila River at an elevation of 3,700-4,300 ft. old ranch and mine 
roads supplement the lack of marked trails in this area, which is most accessible in the fall, 
winter and spring. 

Access Point: 
From US 70, 3.5 miles northwest of Lordsburg, NM, turn north on NM 464. Travel just over 14 
miles on 464 and turn west on a bladed county road/Fuller Road. From this road, there are 
three access points turning north at 3.5, 5, and 8 miles from the road. At 3.5 miles on Fuller 
Road, turn north onto Nichols Canyon Road and drive about 3.6 miles and veer right to 
continue on Nichols Canyon Road another 1 mile. Hike to the southwest; the WSA is past the 
gaging station. The other two access points end at trails that can be hiked to the river. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Las Cruces District Office  
575-525-4300 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/gila-lower-box-wilderness-study-area 

Inventory Reference: Sky Islands_2008.pdf (p. 18) 

Wild Guide Reference: p. 168 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/gila-lower-box-wilderness-study-area


49 
 

 

 
  



50 
 

 

Horse Mountain 

Description: 
5,000 acres near New Horse Springs at an elevation of 7,500-9,500 ft. This area has no 
designated trails but could be ideal for those seeking solitude. It is most accessible during the 
spring, summer and fall. 

Access Point: 
From Datil, NM, drive NM Highway 12 southwest for about 25.5 miles. Past mile marker 49, 
turn north onto Horse Springs Road (unmarked gravel), just before a ranch house. Drive 4.2 
miles and turn on a dirt road to the right. Pass through the gate and drive 0.8 miles to a parking 
area (this road requires high clearance). From the parking area, a trail can be hiked or ridden on 
horseback to Nance Canyon. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Socorro Field Office  
575-835-0412 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/horse-mountain-wsa 

Inventory Reference: N/A 

Wild Guide Reference: p. 178 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/horse-mountain-wsa
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Hoverrocker 

Description: 
This WSA is 22 acres bordering Arizona. It contains a few maintained hiking trails but may offer 
some opportunities for cross country hiking. 

Access Point: 
Access to Hoverrocker is cross country hiking from U.S. Forest Service lands in New Mexico or 
BLM lands in Arizona. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Las Cruces District Office  
575-525-4300 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/hoverrocker-wsa 

Inventory Reference: N/A 

Wild Guide Reference: unavailable 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/hoverrocker-wsa
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Little Black Peak 

 

Description: 
Little Black Peak and Carrizozo Lava Flow combined are 26,000 acres 4 miles west of Carrizozo 
at an elevation of 4,000-5,500 ft. Though difficult to access and hike, this area is home to a 
unique ecosystem. 

Access Point: 
Access is from Highway 380, 4.5 miles west of Carrizozo. There are several pullouts on U.S. 380 
from which you may hike northeast onto the lava flow. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Roswell Field Office  
575-627-0272 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/little-black-peak-wsa 

Inventory Reference: Carrizozo Lava Flow.pdf (p. 108-111) 

Wild Guide Reference: p. 190 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/little-black-peak-wsa
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Lonesome Ridge 

Description: 
The Devil's Den, McKittrick Canyon, Lonesome Ridge, Mudgetts and Forest Service run 
Guadalupe Escarpment combine to form the 30,000-acre Guadalupe Mountain Wilderness 
Study Area Complex, located west and southwest of Carlsbad. At an elevation of 3,500-7,500 ft, 
this WSA offers great opportunities for backcountry hiking, most ideally during the fall and 
spring. 

Access Point: 
From U.S. Highway 285, take NM 137/Queens Hwy (12 miles northwest of Carlsbad, 23.5 miles 
south of Artesia) southwest approximately 36 miles to Queen, NM. Continue about 3 miles past 
Queen and turn left, heading southeast on Forest Road 540 (County Road 412/Guadalupe Ridge 
wƻŀŘύΣ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ̀ ƳƛƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǾŜŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ wŘ рпл ŦƻǊ о ƳƛƭŜǎΦ ¢ǳǊƴ 
left on Forest Road 69 (Klondike Gap Road), drive for 2 miles, and turn right on Forest Road 
69A, just after Road 69 starts heading northwest; continue another 2 miles to the Dark Canyon 
Lookout. Turn right (southwest) on Forest Road 201 (4-wheel drive required at this point). Drive 
or hike for just over 2 miles southeast to Forest Road 3010 and turn left. Drive approximately 1 
mile on Road 3010 to where the Lonesome Ridge Trail begins (this is National Forest land). Hike 
on the trail for approximately 2 miles to the northern border of the WSA. The trail becomes the 
Golden Stairway Trail on BLM land and continues another 2 miles through the WSA. 

Agency Point of Contact: 
Bureau of Land Management, Carlsbad Field Office  
575-234-5972 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/lonesome-ridge-wsa 

Inventory Reference: N/A 

Wild Guide Reference: p. 245 
 
  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/lonesome-ridge-wsa
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