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Dear Members and Supporters:

Shortly after New Mexico became a state in 1912, a young man named Aldo Leopold 
was named supervisor of the Carson National Forest. The country was rapidly changing, and 

Leopold began to write about how land and communities must be reconnected. That conservation 
concept continues to serve us well today. This has been a traumatic year for our forests and rivers 

and the communities they support. New Mexico Wild has long been an advocate for our 
Wilderness, wildlife, and water but in this year, much of our focus was on the people and 

communities in harm’s way. From the loss of homes in the Calf Canyon/Hermits Peak Fire, to 
flooding in Southeastern New Mexico, to droughts across two-thirds of our state—including 
the Rio Grande through Albuquerque running dry in July—this has been a year of powerful 
reminders that people and land are interconnected.  
Aldo Leopold was right.

Our communities will rebuild. Our forests will 
regenerate. Now, we must urgently address the root 

of much of the disruption between land and people: 
human-caused climate change. Forest aridity in 

our region has doubled since the 1970s, according 
to the American Association for the Advancement of 

Science. Decreased snowpack depletes our streams and 
rivers. While the climate crisis can seem too large and complex for 

a state organization to tackle, we see it differently. We can advocate 
for healthier and better protected forests to capture and hold carbon. We can 
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Cover photo:  Aldo Leopold Wilderness, the view from Hillsboro Peak. PHIL CONNORS

Right: Upper Brazos Conyon near Chama. GARRETT VENEKLASEN

Sincerely,

Mark Allison
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Wendy Brown
BOARD CHAIR

advance river conservation policies that meet the needs of 
both our communities and wildlife. There is hope, but just as 
importantly, action we can take. Grassroots organizations 
like New Mexico Wild make a difference. Your continued 
support enables our work. From thousands of donations 
to tens of thousands of petition signatures, and from 
volunteers to community partners, we see a growing and 
powerful land and community ethic. 



A Challenging  Year

2022 was a historic and tragic year of forest fires. In fact, we witnessed 
the two largest fires in the state’s recorded history. The Calf Canyon/Hermits Peak 
Fire in the Santa Fe National Forest northwest of Las Vegas spread from “controlled 
burns” managed by the U.S. Forest Service. The fire burned almost 350,000 acres or 
540 square miles. In Southern New Mexico, the Black Fire appeared to be human-
caused; it started in the Gila National Forest in May and spread to much of the Aldo 
Leopold Wilderness, burning 325,000 acres. In one week in May, the Black Fire 
grew by more than 100,000 acres. 

Both fires caused lasting harm to habitat. The Calf Canyon/Hermits Peak Fire also 
had a devastating impact on nearby human communities, destroying 903 structures, 
including 330 homes. More than 15,000 residents were forced to evacuate. Public 
land closures limited recreation and devastated outdoor businesses and traditional 
wood gathering. Smoke from the fire has been a health hazard for residents. More 
than 2,000 residents have applied for FEMA disaster relief. Flooding continues to be 
a grave concern because of the scarred slopes.

New Mexico Wild worked throughout the summer to bring attention and support 
to the plight of residents near the fires. Our staff delivered supplies to relief centers 
and helped transport and feed horses. In July, we organized a “Rise from the Ashes” 
event in Las Vegas to celebrate community resilience.

Fires were not the only environmental news in 2022. Drought affected our rivers and 
streams. Much of the state was in “exceptional drought” status during the summer 
with restrictions on surface water used for agriculture and public lands closures. 
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Left top: Latino Conservation Week “Rise from the Ashes” 
event at Las Vegas. WILL RIBBANS

Left bottom: Calf Canyon/Hermits Peak Fire relief supplies 
being loaded for distribution to impacted families. RALPH VIGIL

Right: Calf Canyon/Hermits Peak Fire, with the community 
of Holman in the foreground. RALPH VIGIL

In fact, a five-mile stretch of the Middle 
Rio Grande ran dry for the first time in 40 
years. Then, in late summer, much of the 
state experienced record-setting monsoons, 
which caused flooding at the recent burn 
scars, damaging property and water quality 
downstream.

Higher temperatures, less snowpack, 
persistent drought, and more variable and 
extreme weather were the backdrop to these 
disasters. Land management agencies need 
to reconsider old and obsolete models of 
prescribed burns in this new context of climate 
change.  More work needs to be done to 
listen to and bring along—and establish trust 
with—communities. New strategies will be 
needed to protect public lands, waters and 
wildlife, and the communities around them 
from these types of mega-fires and drought.
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A Time of Resilience Amid all the challenges faced in 2022, it pays to 
take the long view. New Mexico Wild celebrated its 25th 
anniversary this year, and during its life, public land protection has 
increased dramatically.  In fact, over the past decade, New Mexico 
ranked third in conserving the most public lands among Western states. 
Progress is being made. We have learned that positive change to 
policies, practices, and protections often takes years or even decades to 
accomplish. The work of today will yield results tomorrow, but it requires 
clarity of purpose and resilience in the face of setbacks. Here are some 
highlights of the types of projects New Mexico Wild supported over the 
past year:

Dave Foreman Wilderness Defenders:  A new Wilderness 
monitoring program at New Mexico Wild started with 80 volunteers 
this summer and will expand in future years. The Wilderness Defenders 
conduct field investigations on public lands, observing areas that may 
need further protection from off-road vehicles, illegal dumping, tree-
cutting, defacement of cultural resources, overgrazing, and much more. 

Rio Chama Community Science Project: For a third season, 
we recruited recreational boaters to help with a “bug inventory” on the 
Wild & Scenic section of the Rio Chama. The project provides important 
data on the health of the Chama ecosystem and a fun way for adults 
and youth to participate in stewardship of the river.

Wolf Recovery: After 24 years of effort by New Mexico Wild 
and partners, the Mexican gray wolf packs in Southern New Mexico 
showed a 5% population increase this past year. That is the sixth year 
in a row with a population increase. This trend is encouraging, but 
recovery efforts remain tenuous and require constant vigilance.
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Outstanding National Resource Waters: New Mexico Wild and partners have 
worked for years to secure state designations for the Upper Pecos River and parts of the Rio Grande 
and its tributaries. In July, 306 miles of rivers and 43 acres of wetlands in Northern New Mexico 
were approved. This designation presents a roadblock to mining and other threats to water quality.

Wildlife Corridors: New Mexico Wild advocated for over a decade to develop wildlife 
corridors for both public safety and animal protection. We supported the Wildlife Corridors Act, 
which passed in 2019, and we provided guidance on how best to execute the plan called for by this 
legislation. With thousands of wildlife-automobile incidents a year, this plan will make all of us safer.

30X30 Initiative: As part of the Biden administration’s American the Beautiful Initiative, New 
Mexico Wild is working on ways to protect 30% of our state’s lands and waters by the year 2030. 
This ambitious goal fits well into long-term ambitions of New Mexico Wild and our supporters. 
During the past year we helped secure an executive order from Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham 
regarding New Mexico-specific 30x30 goals.

Gila Wild & Scenic River: Federal legislation to protect 450 miles of the Gila River and 
its tributaries under the federal Wild & Scenic Rivers Act was reintroduced in Congress. Over the 
summer, the bill passed the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, a key step towards 
ultimate success. New Mexico Wild leads a formidable coalition that includes local communities to 
protect New Mexico’s last undammed river. 

Caja del Rio: Efforts to seek permanent federal protection for the 107,000-acre Caja del Rio 
near Santa Fe and Los Alamos intensified this summer. New Mexico Wild helped build a diverse 
coalition on behalf of this culturally, historically, and ecologically important plateau. 

Left: Gila National Forest view being enjoyed by one of our Wilderness Rangers. JESSE FURR

Right top: Outstanding National Resource Waters provide fishing and other recreational opportunities. GARRETT VENEKLASEN

Right bottom: Caja del Rio festooned with wildflowers. GARRETT VENEKLASEN
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Our Grassroots Work

Wilderness Protection
Upgrading the status of public lands by developing 
long-term legislative or administrative protections. 
This includes place-based campaigns, grassroots 
organizing, and advocacy with elected officials.

Wilderness Defense
Improving the management of public lands. This 
includes a range of legal oversight and watchdog 
activities to hold agencies continuously accountable for 
managing public lands consistent with relevant statutes, 
regulations, rules, and plans.

Wilderness Outreach, Education,  
& Stewardship
Sharing the love of the wild. This includes public 
outreach, education, and outings to expose all ages to 
the wild heritage of our public lands in New Mexico. 
The Dave Foreman Wilderness Defenders program is  
a new addition to this effort.

We use three approaches to 
our work of protecting New 
Mexico’s Wilderness, Wildlife, 
and Water:

Administrative   $162,867

Fundraising   $188,216 

Outreach, Education  
        & Stewardship   $616,852

Wilderness Defense   $186,842 

Wilderness Protection   $483,292

Operating Reserves   $489,258

Other  $230,659

TOTAL EXPENSES  
FY 2022*

$2,357,986  (100%)

TOTAL INCOME  
FY 2022*

$2,357,986  (100%)

Grassroots Donors   $1,461,539
Includes local grants, memberships,  
contributions, bequests, and other income

Government   $100,500 

Foundations   $795,947 
Includes national grants and contracts

*Unaudited: 10/1/2021 - 9/30/2022

*Unaudited: 10/1/2021 - 9/30/2022
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MONTHLY DONATIONS 
The easiest way to support New 
Mexico Wild is by a convenient 
automatic monthly donation from 
your credit card, debit card, or 
directly from your bank account. 

LEGACY GIVING/
BEQUEST 
You can contribute to New Mexico 
Wild in your will and leave a lasting 
legacy for the protection of our public 
lands. 

GIFTS OF STOCK 
A gift of appreciated securities is an 
easy way to make an impact today 
and may offer you additional tax 
advantages. 

DONOR-ADVISED FUNDS 
Your charitable DAF dollars are a 
great way to invest in the important 
work we do every day.

QUALIFIED CHARITABLE 
DISTRIBUTION (QCD) 
A gift of this type may be excluded 
from your taxable income, and you 
receive the benefit of supporting New 
Mexico’s Wilderness. 

MATCHING GIFT 
PROGRAMS 
Many companies across the United 
States match their employees’ gifts. 
You can double or triple your gift!  

TRIBUTE GIFTS 
Support Wilderness by giving an 
honor or memorial gift on behalf of 
someone who loves public lands.

AMAZON SMILE  
Shop online and give to New Mexico 
Wild at the same time. 

FUNDRAISERS 
Rally your financial support from your 
friends and family through Facebook 
or GoFundMe. 

NUSENDA MEMBERSHIP 
As a Nusenda Federal Credit Union 
member, your credit purchases 
earn 0.25% cash rewards that are 
deposited to your checking account 
each July. Nusenda makes an annual 
matching contribution to New Mexico 
Wild if you designate us as your 
charitable preference.

ALDO LEOPOLD CIRCLE 
The Aldo Leopold Circle shows 
our appreciation for members who 
donate $1,000 or more each year. 
What better inspiration for this group 
than Aldo Leopold, who reshaped 

conservation in our country based in 
part on his experiences right here in 
New Mexico.

COMBINED FEDERAL 
CAMPAIGN 
Federal employees can give to New 
Mexico Wild via a recurring payroll 
deduction. Giving a little each pay 
period turns into a significant gift at 
the end of the year. To give through 
the CFC, visit Givecfc.org. Our CFC 
ID number is 90043.

VOLUNTEER 
There are many ways you can 
support New Mexico Wild as 
a volunteer. Visit our website for 
volunteer opportunities.

How you can support the work of New Mexico WildWays to Give



Thank You
On the following pages, we list the thousands of donors who supported 
the grassroots work of New Mexico Wild this past year.

TO OUR DONORS!
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Judith and  
Benjamin Ackerman

Albuquerque Community 
Foundation, The Ties Fund

Joe Alcock and  
Satkirin Khalsa

John Alcock
David Aldridge
JoAnne Allen and  

James Brainard
Andrea M. Rosen
Anya and Henry Bagley 

Charitable Trust, Santa Fe 
Community Foundation

Thomas and Valerie Armer
Jacqueline Asplundh
Rick C. Aster
Byron and Elba Bachschmid
Joan Bacon
Spencer Ballard
Glen Banks and  

Cyndy Everest
Ralph Bauer
Garland D. Bills
Michael Q. Bily and  

Christy Ford
Marissa and John Bingham
Wayne E. Bingham and 

Linda LaGrange
Silke and Michael Bletzer
John and Betsy Bloch
Linda Borgman
Elizabeth Bradley, Daniel 

Merians and UBS 
Financial Services

Geoff Bratton
Susanne Brown
Sandy Buffett
Merrilee Caldwell
Anders Carlson
Carlton Caves
Charlotte L. Kiser  

Charitable Trust
Joelle Chase and  

Peter Knipper

Douglas A. Chinn
Raphael and Naomi Clancy
Nat and Sarah Cobb
Peter D. Coha and  

Vicki Nowark
Jane Cole
Patrick Conner
Carla Corwin
William Croft and  

Carol Toffaleti
Randy Crutcher and  

Karin Lubin
Philip Dabague
Jeanette DeBouzek
Lyle Dethlefsen
Dr. Gordon Eatman
Jeanne and Tom Elmhorst
David Espey
Jay and Mary Farrar
Lois Farrington
Stuart Feen and  

Carol Sonnenschein
Nora and Calvin Fiedler
Marge Fisher
Mary Fleming
Cheryl and William Foote
Dave Foreman
Patricia Foschi
Bronwyn Fox-Bern
Norm and Jane Gagne
Norm and Heather Gaume
Meyoni Geouge
William Gilbert
Gioannini Living Trust
Edyne and Allen Gordon
Elaine Halbedel
Ivan and Martha Hall
Shelby Hallmark and  

Lindee Lenox
Leo Harris and Ann Simms
Michael Harrison
Jason Haynes
Jon Helton
Judith Hetem
James Hickerson and  

Fay Tamashiro
Dennis and Denise Holland
Mike and Cathy Holmberg
Kathleen Holscher

Stephanie Holscher Bear 
and James Bear

Todd Hotchkiss and  
Kathy Araki

Betty Hull
Hullar Foundation
James and Helen McCaffery 

Charitable Trust
David Jaramillo
Teresa and Linda Johansen
John and Eunice Davidson 

Fund
Alicia Johnson
Jonathan and Kathleen 

Altman Foundation
Diane Karp
William Kent and  

Debbie Hammack
Tripp and Jennifer Killin
Kelsey Kolar and  

John Buchser
Steve and Becky Kush
Cheryl Landgren
Brook and Sarah Laskey
Mary Lauritano
Joshua Leiderman
Joshua and Rebecca 

Levinson Charitable Fund
Ken Lindley and  

Clay Schudel
David Lindner and  

Kathy Rinehart
Kathy Love and  

Geoff Scovil
Gary and Marjorie Luhman
Peter Lupsha and Ursula Hill
Susan Malone
Robert Marshall
Mary Martin
John C. Martin
Edel and Thomas Mayer 

Foundation
Caitlin McHugh
Edmund McWilliams
Jay Metzler
Lisa Mondy and  

James Schreiber
Sayan Mukherjee and 

Laureen Zunner
C. Wesley Leonard

Kirt Nakagawa
Spencer and  

Mary Beth Nelson
New Mexico Dyke Dollars
Caitlin and Tom Nichols
Stephen D. Northrop
Gary Oakley
John Olivas and  

Pam Herrera Olivas
Jean and Peter Ossorio
Nathaniel Owings
Leonard J. Padilla
Susan Palmer
C. Leanne Palmer
Max Parrill
David and Noralyn Parsons
Judith Paulos
Janet M. Peacock
Robert Pearson
Sue Phelps
Ann G. Powers
Ruth Pregenzer
Arian Pregenzer and 

Evert Vos
Stephan and  

Rhonda Protzen
Marianne Randall
Carol Louise Raymond
Thomas and  

Valerie Redington
Katherine Reed
Marian Reichert
Terry Richey
Jacquelyn Robins
Homer Robinson
Barbara Rosensimon
Sanborn Family Charitable 

Fund
Scott and Carol Schaffer
Nan Schwanfelder
Daniel and Maryellen 

Schwartz
James Scott and  

Heidi Fleischman
Susan Selbin
Robin Seydel
Linda Seymour
Daniel Shaw and  

Cathy Bailey

Linda Sheldon
Tom and Betsy Shillinglaw
Roper Simms
Dr. Janet E. Simon and  

Mark Webet
George Skinner
Nancy Soules
Douglas and Patricia Sporn
Rebecca Stair
Dorothy Stermer
Jose and Lena Stevens
Jonathan Storer and  

Ann Norton
Sarah Jane Strong
Bruce Struminger and  

Isabel Constable
Edward Sullivan
Peggy T. Swoveland
Elisabeth Sykes and  

Lovick Thomas
Robert Tafanelli, PhD
Ronald Taft
Betsy Taylor
Meredith and Tory Taylor
Jeff Thomas
Dr. John Trotter
Kathryn Turnipseed and 

Tamara Saimons
Kristin and Ross Ulibarri
Van Essen Family Foundation
Eric Van Horn
Mark Walsh and  

Carol Frank
John C. Walton
Christine and Paul Wantuck
Gene Watson
Jennifer Watson
Michael and  

Mary Louise Williams
Dawn Wilson and  

John Hardy
Kristen Wolf
Eleanor Wootten
T. Spencer Wright
Jim and Carla Wright
Donn Young and  

Linda Malm
Michael and Julie Zimber

THE ALDO 
LEOPOLD 
CIRCLE
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Hayat Abdeljawad
Eric Abeita
Kelly Abeita
George and  

Sandy Abernathy
Daniel Abraham
Nancy Abrams
Fay Abrams
Robin Abrett and  

Berny Baron
Joe R. Acuna
Hildegard Adams
Fort Adams
Eve Adams
William Adams
Miriam Adams
Craig Adams
Francis Adams
Elizabeth Adland
Charles and  

Christine Adolph
Karen Agogino
Dr. Mercedes Agogino
Elyse Ahnael
Lara Aho and  

Robert Walters
Tracey Akers
Jeraldine Alaniz
Albuquerque Community 

Foundation
Albuquerque Community 

Foundation, Davis-Kozoll 
Donor-Advised Fund

Albuquerque Community 
Foundation, Vitality 
Works Endowment

Leslie Alden and  
David Blust

Lynn Aldrich
Johnnie Aldrich
Robert Alei and  

Sharon Gonzalez-Alei
Anne Alexander-Baylor
Thomas Aliberti
M. Dolores Allen
Lynn E. Allen
Peter Allen
Mark Allison

Stan Allison and  
Gosia Allison-Kosior

Cynthia Allison
Manuel Almanza-Lerma
Linda Alvarez
Barbara Am Ende
American Endowment 

Foundation
American Rock Art 

Research Association
Edward Ames and  

Jane Sokolow
Theresa Anaya
Mary Ann Andera
Julian Anderson
Judith Anderson
Sylvia Anderson
Christina Anderson
Sandra Anderson
Ann and Phelps Anderson
Charlene Anderson
Sandra L. Anderson
Dr. Kurt and  

Marcia Anderson
Stacy Anderson
Nicholas Andrews
Pamela Angell
Pete Aniello
Robert Ankel and  

Valerie Brown
Jan Ankerson
Steve and Kelly Anyzeski
Clara Apodaca
Leah Appelhans and 

Nathan Petersen
Theresa Araiza
Phillip and Tina Archer
Laura Argotsinger
Susan Arkell
Alexei Armendarez
Loretta G. Armer
Cindy Armijo
Laura Armitage
Robert and Jane Arnold
Vicki Arnold
Janice J. Arrott
Grace Arrowsmith
Sharon and  

George Arthur
Mark Ashley
John Atkins
Atwater Kent Foundation, 

Inc.

James H. Aubert
Robert Auge
Steve Ausherman
Warren Austin
Arianne Avery
Richard and Linda Avery
Md Hasanul Aziz
Jim and Bobbie Baca
Carl Baca
Jacqueline Baca and 

Kenneth Genco
Joshua Michael Baca
Stephen Bachmann
Melissa Bacigalupa
Lowell T. and  

Carol Jean Back
Deborah Backus
Roger and Carol Badash
Alan and Patricia Baer
Linda Bailey
David F. Bailey
Jay Bailey
Douglas R. Bailey
John Bainbridge
Melanie Baise
Charlene Baker and  

Allen Robnett
Beth and Ed Baker
Megan Baldrige
Chuck and Mona Bale
Kenneth A. Balizer
Drs. Amy and  

Sanford Ballard
James H. Ballard
JoAnn and Bob Balzer
Ann Bancroft
Tina L. Bandick
Janice L. Bandrofchak and 

Cleveland J. Sharp
Susan Banks
Banner Foundation
Bernice Bannerman
Lauren Bansbach
Gloria Barbero
Beth Bardwell
Avelina Bardwell
Andrew Bareham
Edward P. and  

Susan Barengo
Ken Barger
Michael Barndollar
Marianne and  

Lehman Barnes

Elizabeth Barnett
Leia Barnett
Colin and Sandy Barnett
Richard Barnett
Dick Barr
Craig and Deloris Barta
Anne Bartley
Jerry Sue and  

Bernd Bassalleck
Jim Bates
Angela Bates
Battelle
Jacob Baudhuin
Natalie Bawart
Mark H. and Judy Bayliss
Lori and Peter Beale
Roberta Beale
Dylan Beamer
Kelly Beatley-Kurth and 

Robinson Kurth
Leoniece Beatty
Jeff Beauchamp
Eileen Beaulieu
Laura Becenti
Nizhoni Becenti
Richard Bechtold
Edith Beck
Douglas Beck
David Becker
Ralph and  

Leeanne Becker
Susan Becker
Anne Beckett
Sarah and  

Robert Bednarz
Kay Beeley and  

Joseph Mundy
Samuel Behar
David Belford
Elizabeth Bell Estate
Delores Bell
James and Helen Bell
Margaret Bell
Patricia Belling
Starr Belsky
Jeane Beltran
Melesio Benally
Stephen Bendel
Karl and Cynthia Benedict
Karen Benke
Judith Benkendorf
Eileen Benner
Miriam Bennett

Nancy Bennett
Mary Bennett and  

Richard Olcott
Drew Bennie
Reed Benson and 

Melinda Harm Benson
Lawrence and  

Carolyn Benson
Joanie Berde
Rick Berg and  

Phyllis Bergman
Gary Berg
Toni Berg
Rachelle Bergmann
William Bergner
Claudia Bergsohn
David and Joan Berish
Jean Berlowitz
Michael Berman
Gordon and Ann Berman
K. Lynn Berry
Bobbe Besold
Rich Besser and  

Shirley Russman
Daniel Best
Alma Best
Elaine Best
Dorsey Bethune
Carl Bickford
Ingrid Biel
Monica Bierge
Ari Biernoff
John Bigelow
Michael Biggins
Rick and Nancy Bigham
Alyson Bigney
Ronald Billings
Alison Lee Bills
Leslie Bishop
William and Lillian Biss
Bradley Black
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Roy Blackburn
Jenny Blackmore
Joseph and  

Katherine Blagden
John David Blagg
Jacques Blair
Greg Blair
Barbara Blair
Christopher Blais
Shawn Blaisdell and 

Christopher Koller

Rosemary Blanchard
David Blaney
Lawrence and  

Deborah Blank
Marilyn Blank
Betty Blankenship
Carol and Jeffrey Bleau
Douglas and Gay Blech
Todd Hull Bledsoe and 

Sharon Flying Up
Dick Blenden
Pamela Bliss
Ron Bloch
Neil Block
Diane and Stuart Bloom
Bob and Judi Blundell
Jim and Jackie Blurton
Russ Bodnar
Joseph and  

Gloria Bohnaker
Scott Bol and  

Myra Mckenzie
Ann P. Boland
Matthew Bolen
Kyle Bolender
Bruce and Cynthia Bolene
Christina Bolgiano
Denise Boman
Doug Bond
Steve Bonowski
Laurin Bookout
Sharon Bookwalter
Lawrence Borok
Ted and Shirley Boucher
Justin Boucher
Candace Boulay
Nancy Bourne
William Bowen
Cyndy Bowra
Juliana Boxer
Allison and Jeff Boyd
Chris Boyd
Sharon Boyd and  

Donna Bunten
Madeline Boyd
Jeanne Boyer
Kenneth G. Boykin
Shelby Bradley
Sandra Bradley
Mark Bradshaw
Marianne Bragg
John Braly
Misty Braswell

Candace Breen-Lee and 
Bob Lee

Elissa Breitbard
David Brenner
Stewart P. Breslin
Rebecca and  

Robert Brewer
Madison Brewer
Dina Brewer
Susan Breyer
Wayne Bridge,  

Elizabeth Bridge, and 
Wyatt Toolson

Dana and Daniel Brienza
Virginia Brilliant
Brindle Foundation
Barbara Brink
Joyce R Brodsky
Richard Brooks
Melody Brooks

Ann Brooks
James, Tisha, Trevor and 

Cassidy Broska
Ron and Jane Brousseau
Wendy M. Brown and 

Ed Clark
James Brown and  

Astrid Kodric-Brown
Hamilton Brown and 

Martha Worthington
James and  

Elizabeth Brown
Kevin Brown
Susan Coe Brown
Stephen Brown
Rick and Kathy Brown
Richard G. Brown
Marieka Brown and 

Jeanne Abkes
Denzel Brown

Timothy Brown
George Brown and 

Regina Mosser
Michael Brown
Joanne Brown
Sharon A Brown
Harry Browne
Celestyn Brozek
Brent Brucker
Nolina Bryant
Hugh Bryce
Janet Brydon
Nicolas Buchanan
Judy Buckingham and 

Bob Williams
Linda Buckingham
Budd and  

Cindy Buddington
Lorelei Buddrius
G A. Buder III

THANKS 
TO OUR 
DONORS

Left: Tent at Dusk SARA BERGTHOLD

Above: Jemez Mountains  hiker ISSA NELLOS
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A Story of Community
Land helps define communities.  
While forest fires devastated 900,000 
acres in the state this year, they did 
not destroy the sense of community 
that makes New Mexicans so 
resilient. Here are just a few of the 
voices of New Mexicans that help 
define the year past and the promise 
ahead.

 
 “Today, so much is out of 

balance. We must return to 
balance to reverse what is 
being called climate change. 
That means returning the 
wolf to the land so that the 
environment can heal.”  
—Almost Ancestors, written  
by Brišind
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“2022 has been particularly challenging for 
managing water in the Upper Rio Grande Basin. A 
hot and windy spring blew away much of the forecast 
snowpack, and record fires burned in the headwaters. 
Despite efforts by agriculture to reduce demand 
and Reclamation working to support the needs of 
endangered species, the Rio Grande dried through a 
stretch of Albuquerque for the first time in decades. This 
event is indicative of the water challenges in our future. 
Reclamation will continue to work with our partners to 
balance water needs throughout the basin.”  
—Dagmar Llewellyn, Bureau of Reclamation

 
 “I own property that sits directly on the Pecos River. 

The forest fires this summer caused us to stop delivery 
of water intermittently due to excess debris/ash 
coming down the river after rains began to fall. 
Community members were limited in their ability to 
harvest their fields and gardens due to lack of water 
and concerns about toxins. On a positive note, the 
community is becoming more aware of water issues 
and the need to voice concerns on the quality/
quantity of water that is available. We must continue 
to question industrial proposals that want to use our 
water.” —Ivan Valdez, Parciante, San Jose Acequia

“The 2022 Black Fire, the second largest wildfire in 
New Mexico recorded history, burned over 325,000 
acres in the Gila National Forest with high intensity. 
This impacted Gila trout, requiring evacuations to pro-
tect relic lineages. Seasonal monsoons arrived after 
the fires, creating flash floods and poor water quality. 
Gila trout are not expected to do well after the floods, 
and habitat is not expected to be suitable for trout 
survival for some time. Post-fire assessment of these 
streams is a top priority and surveys will begin in the 
summer.” —Serena Kucera, Fish Biologist
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“My partner and I had to call off 
our yearly backpacking trip in the 
Lincoln because of forest closures 
that lasted well into June. We were 
disappointed, but this fire season was 
not like anything I have ever seen 
before in my 33 years living in New 
Mexico. The safety of the people and 
wildlife living in those areas is more 
important. We were always careful 
with campfires, but now more than 
ever before!”  
—Eryn Huckle, recreationist
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“Many of my planned trips were 
disrupted by the fire season. In 
reflecting on the flexibility that 
this summer required of me, I am 
reminded that the land was here 
before we came, and it will be there 
long after we are gone—changing 
and adapting in ways we cannot 
yet imagine.”—Kate Tara, cyclist

 
 “I own property that sits directly on the Pecos River. 

The forest fires this summer caused us to stop delivery 
of water intermittently due to excess debris/ash 
coming down the river after rains began to fall. 
Community members were limited in their ability to 
harvest their fields and gardens due to lack of water 
and concerns about toxins. On a positive note, the 
community is becoming more aware of water issues 
and the need to voice concerns on the quality/
quantity of water that is available. We must continue 
to question industrial proposals that want to use our 
water.” —Ivan Valdez, Parciante, San Jose Acequia

“The 2022 Black Fire, the second largest wildfire in 
New Mexico recorded history, burned over 325,000 
acres in the Gila National Forest with high intensity. 
This impacted Gila trout, requiring evacuations to pro-
tect relic lineages. Seasonal monsoons arrived after 
the fires, creating flash floods and poor water quality. 
Gila trout are not expected to do well after the floods, 
and habitat is not expected to be suitable for trout 
survival for some time. Post-fire assessment of these 
streams is a top priority and surveys will begin in the 
summer.” —Serena Kucera, Fish Biologist

J. SPENSER LOTZ

D. ARAUJO, USFWS
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Celebrating the lives of four remarkable Wilderness supportersWildland Champions

KEN COLE 
Ken joined the New Mexico Wild Board of Directors in 2009 
and spent six years serving as chairman of the board.  As a 
lawyer and an avid birder, Ken traveled all over the world and 
observed the benefits of healthy habitats and the problems 
caused by the degradation of natural resources. Ken’s 
enthusiasm for birding was contagious, and he helped many of 
us learn about birds from around the globe.  Ken had 8,100 bird 
species on his life list.

DAVE FOREMAN 
Dave was a co-founder of New Mexico 
Wild, serving on the board for over 14 years.  
As an unrelenting advocate for protecting 
Wilderness, Dave’s eco-warrior legacy forged 
a deep and rugged path through Wilderness 
conservation and activism.  As conservationist 
and author Terry Tempest Williams said about 
Dave, “His spirited voice, raised fist, and 
memorable gestures…alongside his writings 
as an eco-philosopher and his work with the 
Rewilding Institute—his legacy will live on.”

NANCY MORTON 
Nancy and Dave were married and shared a 
deep love for the natural world. Nancy was 
also a co-founder of New Mexico Wild and 
served on the board for 19 years, including 
four years as board chair. You could always 
find Nancy behind the scenes organizing 
our annual conferences, supporting staff 
at numerous events, and showing up at 
volunteer service projects. She had a special 
connection to rivers and spent many summers 
paddling the West. 

DAVID SOULES 
David served on the New Mexico Wild board for 10 years and 
was instrumental in the decades-long effort to establish the Organ 
Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument. His love for Southern 
New Mexico’s public lands and the Chihuahuan Desert were infectious. 
David was an engineer by profession but a guide, interpreter, and 
evangelist for the land in his free time. His knowledge and love for 
these arid lands, and his willingness to share that knowledge and love, 
created converts, newfound appreciation, and new stewards.

The conservation 
family in New Mexico 
has lost wildland 
champions. We will 
miss their passion for 
our natural world and 
their commitment to 
Wilderness. 

   nmwild.org   15   
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Matthew Wilks
Brooke Williams
Sally Williams
Tom Williams and  

Frances Strong
Susan and  

Darryl Williams
Phil Williams
Susan Williams
Cheryl L. Williams
Judith Williams
Neil Williams
Dr. Sartor O. Williams III
Dr. Robert Williams and 

Carol Garner, Esq.
Kathryn Williams
F. F. Williams
Francis and  

Camilla Williams
Deborah Williamson
Larry Willson
Marta Willson
Kevin Willson
Ted Wilson
Ellee Wilson
John and Carolyn Wilson
Dawn Wilson
Johnny Wilson
Deborah and  

David Wilson
Mary Winchester
Jim Winder
Gary and Christine Winek
Bill Wingate
Stephani Winklepleck
Peter Wise

Arnold and Virginia Wise
Jan Wiste, MD
Carol Witham
Paul and  

Gay Witherington
David L. Witt and  

Bonnie Schermerhorn
Sylvia Wittels and  

Joe Alcorn
Robert Wofford
John Wojtkowski
Blair Wolf
Tracey Wolfert
Linda and Terry Wolff
Howie Wolke and 

Marilyn Olsen
Bruce Wollens
Michelle Wolpert
Carol Wolvington
Margaret Wong
Janet and Harold Wood
Tom Wood and  

Ann Wood
Vikki Woodruff
Anita and Craig Woods
Hope Woodward
Christine Woodward
Shane and  

Pamela Woolbright
Tara Woolf
Trudi B. Woolsey
Robert and  

Julie Workhoven
Dave Wright
Karen Wright and  

Kathy Taylor
Shawn Wright
T. Wright
Kathy and Daniel Wright
Fred and Florence Wright
Bryan Wyberg
Gary Yabumoto
Ann Yalman
Judith Yandoh
Dean Yannias
Deborah Yeakel
Karalyn Yegge
Barbara and  

John Yelverton
Glenn Yocum and  

Emelie Olson
Kevin Yoon
Dave Yost

Jeff and Patti Young
Mark Young
Phillip Young
Kathryn Young
Barbara Yount
Pamela Yus
David Zaber
Steven W. Zachary
Helen Zagona and 

Raymond Trompler
John Zarola
Kenneth and  

Barbara Zaslow
Andrew and  

Lisa Bumkens Zawadzki
William Zeedyk
Robert Zeller and Becky 

Wittenburg
Charles and  

Mary Zemach
William Zenger
Mary Jane Zimmerman
Thomas Zinter
Drs. Caryle and  

William Zorumski
Mary and  

Raymond Zouhar
Clark and Agnes Zrakovi
Barbara Zuckerman
Linda and Bill Zwick
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Protecting Greater Chaco  
New Mexico Wild advocated to the Biden 
administration for a 20-year administrative 

mineral withdrawal for ten miles around 
the park. This measure was proposed and 
is now under consideration after a robust 
process of public input. We are optimistic 
that Chaco soon will have the protection 

that this incredibly important cultural 
treasure deserves.

N E W  M E X I C O  W I L D  D O N O R S

 2022 WILDERNESS  
DEFENDERS

Genie and  
Richard Barrett

Marcia Corl
Ryan Delaware
Sergio Delgado
Tina and  

Steve Erhman
Rob Fetterolf
Devon Fletcher
Grant  Gourley
Michael Grange

Paul Karas
Heather Kline
Greg Magee
Paul Meeker
Paula Metzner
Mike Osborne
Morgan Paige
Metta Ravenhart
Mike Sanders
Daphne Swancutt
Wayne Van Voorhies

We’d like to recognize the Wilderness 
Defenders who got out into the field 

during our pilot season. 



If you love backcountry hiking and would like to help 
monitor Wilderness areas, we have a new program 

just for you. Check our website for information about 
how to join this group of volunteers.

Board of Directors
Wendy Brown  CHAIR

Todd Schulke  VICE CHAIR

Ken Jones  TREASURER

Joe Alcock  SECRETARY

Ernie Atencio
Ken Cole

Sam DesGeorges
Holley Hudgins
Carol Johnson
Keegan King

Brian O’Donnell
Starr Woods

NEW MEXICO  
WILDERNESS ALLIANCE

317 Commercial Street NE
Suite 300
Albuquerque, NM 87102

Field offices in Santa Fe, 
Las Cruces, and Silver City

NMWILD.ORG

THE DAVE 
FOREMAN 

WILDERNESS 
DEFENDERS 
PROGRAM

HIKE!
Introducing 100+ Great 

Hikes in New Mexico  
Wilderness Areas

hike.nmwild.org
New Mexico’s public lands contain 
some of the best hiking trails in the 
nation. We’ve collected some of the 
best gems in these pristine areas for 
our free Online Hiking Guide.

You can select trails using a variety 
of filters and then print out trail 
information and maps to take along.

After your hike, you can add a trail 
report of your own to help other 
hikers.

NEW MEXICO WILD 
is proud to have a 
Four-Star Rating from 
Charity Navigator 
and a Gold Rating 
from GuideStar.


