
2015 Self Guided Hike Submission Template 
Simply fill in the form fields below and send back to news@nmwild.org by April 1, 
2015. 
 
Name of Hike:       
 
Overview:        
 
Hiking distance:       
 
Time:       
 
Elevation change:       
 
Difficulty:       
 
Fees: (parking)       
 
When to go:       
 
Driving Instructions:       
 
Hiking Instructions:       
  
 
Self Guided Hike Write Up Example: 
 
Gold Hill 
 
Overview: This is a strenuous, non-technical, alpine hike to the top of a 12,711 ft peak in 
the Colombine-Hondo Wilderness Study Area.  It takes you from the banks of the Arroyo 
Hondo in the Taos Ski Valley into aspen-clad hill slopes frequented by big horn sheep 
with incredible scenery and stupendous views.  USGS 7.5’ maps are highly 
recommended for this hike (Wheeler Peak and Red River).  The Forest Service also 
publishes a very good map that covers the area entitled “Latir Peak and Wheeler Peak 
Wilderness” that includes all of Colombine-Hondo. 
 
Hiking distance: 10 miles (loop) 
Time: 6-8 hours 
Elevation Change: approx 3500 ft (the whole hike is above 9500ft) 
Difficulty: Difficult 
 
When to go: June - October 
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Driving Instructions: From Taos, proceed north on NM 68 (522) to the junction with NM 
150.  Follow the signs right (east) to Arroyo Hondo and Taos Ski Valley.  Pass through 
the village of Arroyo Hondo, up the valley to the highest parking lot next to the main 
entrance of the ski valley.  Park here.  The trail head is well marked with a carved 
wooden map of area hikes, a sign that says Wheeler Peak Wilderness and a registration 
board.  It is located on the north side of the road. 
 
Hiking Instructions: Follow the Bull-of-the-Woods trail east and uphill.  You will cross a 
road.  Quickly, the trail splits and you will go left on a somewhat steep climb parallel to a 
creek.  The borders of the trail are lush and covered in a dense array of beautiful flowers.  
This is Long Canyon.  Keep going up until you see an arrow sign pointing left.  Follow 
the arrow, cross a stream to another split in the trail. Go left onto Trail 63.  You will 
climb along the stream through more dense vegetation and through spruce and fir trees.  
After 60-90 minutes you will come to a meadow.  Here, the trail takes a sharp turn right 
out of the canyon and onto the ridge.  Notice the Bristlecone pines.  Once on the ridge, 
the trail can be faint.  There are several cairns along the way and after a short walk you 
will see a sign marking the intersection of Gold Hill Trail and Long Canyon Trail.  Go 
left.  You are now walking through a grassy meadow marked by cairns.  Keep going 
north past the Goose Lake Trail intersection.  The trail will take you around a smaller 
peak and up Gold Hill. Note that this last bit is quite a haul.  It’s straight up but the views 
here are incredible. Be sure to keep an eye out for lightening as you are walking in a very 
exposed area.  You can see Wheeler Peak to the south, Latir Peak to the North, and the 
Rio Grande Gorge and Ute Mountain to the west. Most times you can see Mount Blanca 
in Colorado as well as the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness in Colorado.  
 
On the return, retrace your steps down the hill to the intersection with Long Canyon 
Trail.  You may descend the way you came but you can also descend via Trail 64 (Gold 
Hill Trail) to Bull-of-the-Woods if you’d like to make a loop.  Again, the trail can be a bit 
unclear in the high grass but it is marked with cairns.  You will pass an old cabin on your 
left side and then the trail descends through thick forest. You will pass a pond in Bull-of-
the-Woods.  From here the trail is an old road.  At one point the trail leaves the road and 
follows the creek.  Follow the signs marked “Twining” until you get to the parking lot. It 
will take you about 2 - 3 hours to come down. 
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